BOAZ 
RVTH 


ESSE D: 


"a OR be. 
ASACRED CON- 
TRACT HONOV. 


red with a ſolemne 


Benedi f10n. 


BY 
BaktHOLOMW :WP ax 5 0x3 B.of Divinity 


1nd Rector of Ludgerſhall inthe 
County of W:/tes. 


1 hnue veceiued commandement to Bleſſe, aud He 
hath Bleſſed, Num. 23.20. 


The friend of the Bridegroome , which ftandeth and 
feaak him , reioyceth greatly becauſe of the 
5ridegroomes Voyce, Toh. 3. 2 i 
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RESPECTED 

FRIENDS M: 
Peregrine T biftlethwaite 

the yonger,Eſquirc,and 2 


Mris Dorothy Thiſtle- 
thwaite his wife. 


2 Encrous S', atthe rimeof your 


> lob 


& (£N8\2 happic Nuptialls, when your 


Ls 


A friends and invited gueſts filled 

UPI QP you with preſents of all forts, I 
amongſt the reſt had provided ſuchas I | 

haue to giue you, cyen this poore fpiricuall 

Az _nute 


The Erle, 


mite to hauc beene caſt in amonglt your 0. 
ther_ great gifts , had not the lor of that 
boxe of oyntment povwred on our Saviours 
head in ſome ſort falnevpon it. But as little 
Currents by being ſtopped, riſe higher and 
fovellto greater ſtreames,lo this notfinding 
vent then to runne for that houre, is now 
ſwolne tothat bigneſle to become a Torrent 
and runne ſome longer time» The Prefle is 
| nowbecome as the Mid Wife to deliver this 
 Childe,which was theri come to the birth, 
had there bin ſtrengthto bring forth. Yours 
ie was then in the preparation, and yours it 
muſt be now inthe dedication, it being at 
firſt intended for you, could in no good fa- 
{hion purchaſe any licence of Alicnation to 
be conveyed from you: In it you may ſcc 
that as ſtronger bleſſings then ordinar 
were powred on the head of Joſeph that was ſe- 
parate from his brethren Gen.49.26. ſo moſt 
powerfull and ou bleſſings are pow- 
red on the head of her that was ſeparated 
from her brethren and fathers houſe, and 
ioyncd tothe God of [ſracll, had profeſſed 
that heſhould þc her God & his people her 
 . people 


- 


® 
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people. Rath.1.16. even of Ruth a Moabi- 
refſe, who hath the priviledge notonely to 
be admitted into the Congregation of Gods 


people Det. 23.3. * but alſo the Honour to *The Hebrew 


haue the Saviour of the wvorld come of her C—_— 


according to the fleſh, and to be named in »*44ition of 
Moſes from 


the lincof his Genealogy MHat.1,z. and of Mount Sinai 
that the males 


Boaz, as godly inlife, as mighty in wealth ofthe amme- 
Ruth.2, And when ſuch great and good per- jet & Mo 


bites not the 


{ons bleſle ſuch godly perſons, they arc bleſ: females are 


. forbidden ro 
ſed indeed, when ſuch faithfull and holy el. cateriaeo the 
ders fitting inthe gate bleſle in the name of C—_—_ 
the LORD ſuch religious and devout Proſe. Miimony 


lites, it availeth very much Zam.5.16, yea & 

they ſhall be blefſed, as 7ſaacke faid of his 

olefſing Lacob, Gen.z.7.3 3. How much more 

then may you both be confident, that you 

ſhall receiue bleſſing from the Lord vpon 

this your coniugall vnion both of names 

*and houles, ith ence Deus eſt in vtroq; pa Peregrine | 

rente, you arc true Iſraclites on both fades, H_ es 

neithcrof you new Profclicesdrawne out of Tiziwar: 

Paganiſme or Idolatry, but may with an 

holy boaſting glory as Paw/doth forT imothy, 

zTim.x,of an ynfained fairh that dwelt firſt 
in. 


The Epiſtle 
intheir Grandmothers and Mothers, 8 not 
only 6, bur alſo in your line and gene- 
ration on both {tdes?neither is your match 
like the marrying together of the thiſtle in 
Lebanon with the Cedar in Lebanon 2. 
King,14-9.4n vnequall conjunction, bur like 
the joyning together of 7ſaacke & Rebeckah, 
wo perſons of one kindred and family /yer 
Without breaking downe the Palcs of de- 
grees prohibited) of two Cardui benedidti, 
that maygrowinto a multitude and an ho- 
ly cede inthe Log. God hath alrcady be- 
gunneto make good this bleſſing vpon you 
In giuing you ſeede, and if you feare him & 
keepe his commandements and dwell to. 
gcther in coniugall vnity, hauing one heart 
and one foulc,he will command his bleſſing 
and life for ever more, you the wife ſhall be 
as a fruitfull vine, your children like oliue 
plants round abour your table, & you ſhall 
ſee your childrens children and peace vpon 


' . Ifracll. Igiue you thenthis gift willingly, 


and deſire you to accept ic louingly,foilow- 
-- ingthatdivinerulc,itis accepted according 
' tothat which a man hath, and lay ic vp not 
; only 


Dedicatorte. 


only in your cheſt but alfo in your hearts. 
And the God of Heaven proſper it to you, 
that it may be a faithfull Monitor to you & 
ſpcake words whereby youand your chil- 
dren may be ſaued , which ſhall bee the 
Crowne and rejoycing of him that longeth 
after youin the bowels of [cſus Chriſt, and 
defirerh to be eſteemed 


Your ſerviceable friend in 
Chriſt Ieſus 
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The Lord make the woman that is come into thine 
houſe like Rachell ang like Leah, which two did 
build the my of Uraell doe thou worthily in E- 
phratab,and be famons in Berthlem. 


22 HE Children of this World like to 
g\ fiſhes that are in Salo,ſineſale,in the 
> 1alt water without any falt taſt in the 
@Z in the midſt ofthe holieſt and hea- 
Swap © venlicſt ations and places cannot 
put of the ſhoves of their carnall affections, Exod.z. 
5. bur haue too frequently their thoughts and 
tongues exerciſed abour their worldly & wicked 
affaires, and even then and there out of the evill 
treaſures of t heir hearts, bring forth that which s e. 
vill Luk. 6. 45. Ezckiclls auditorseven whileſt 
they were ſitting before him to heare hu words and 
ſhewing much loue with their mouthes , haue their 
hearts going after covetouſneſſe Ezek.33. 31. And 
whileſt our ſaviour was dividing to his hearers:the 
bread of life, one of the company raſhly andriide- 
ly interrupteth him, about peaking #0 his bhagher 
B 4 fe 
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10 divide the inheritance with him. Luk. 12: 13: fo 
hardly can they which are accuſtomed to evill doe 
any good Ter.13.23. even in the beſt times and pla- 
ces: but on the other fide, the children of light 
ſhine ſtill as lights inthe world Phil.2.15. haue ſur. 
ſem corda incuvill as well as in ſacred buſineſſes, & 
out of the good trea (ares of their hearts bring forth 
good things Luk. 6.45. whether they are eating or - 
drinking or whatſoever they are doing, Gods gloy 
is their aimeand end 1. Cor. 10.21. 1n all theſe 
things erucat cor,their heart i ſtil enditing of ſome 
good matter Pſal.45.1. a divine ſentence is read) in 
their lips Prov.16.10. and their mouth wpon eve. 
ry occaſion i Jpeaking of wiſdome, and their tongue 
talking of indgement Pal. 37.30. Let them but. 
paſſe by the mowers in the field they open their 
mouth in an holy prayer that may miniſter grace 
to the hearers, x4 ſay, the bleſſing of the Lord be 
von you, we bleſſe you inthegyame of the Lord Pſal: 
129. 8. letthem but come to the reapers and their 
lips are full of grace, they ſay withthargood man 
Boaz, the Lord bewith you Ruth.2 .4. In the ſame 
ſpirir, in the ſame ſteps doe theElders, and all:the 
people of Bethlehem walke here. Being called vp. 
ontobe witneſſes about ſome civill paſſages of 
buying of lands by Boaz, atd purchaſing of Ruth 
to be his wife, #0 _— vp the name of the dead vpon 
his inheritancever\.9.10: they arenot onely read 
todoe this good office of bearing witneſle, all the 
people that were in the gates, and the Elders ſaid we 
are witneſſes, buralſo bleſſe them in the name of 


. the- 
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the Lord, power out a moſt ſolemne and effteQuall 
ferventprayerto the Lord the father of lights 
from whom cometh downe every good and per- 
fect gift to proſper the intended matrimony of this 
preſent couple with bleſſings befitting their marri- 
ed eſtate, the Lord make the woman crc. Now our 
Saviour when he would feed the people with the 
| bread thatperiſheth brake t into peeces Mark. 8.6. 
that every one might haue his portion convenicat- 
ly,I will then be a follower of him, and as becom- 
etha faithfull and wiſe Reward in Gods houſe, 
divide theſe words aright, that every one may the 
better haue his portion of ſpirituall food out'of 
them. In this faithfull and charitable praycr then 
(I call it ſo becauſe Neceſiites cogit orare pro ſe:cha- 
ritas fraternitatss hortatur pro alio Chryf Neceſit. 
ty compelleth a may to pray for himſelfe, but charity 
exhorteth hims to pray for others, We may obſcrue 
the partsand points: 1. The petitioners that find 
their heart to pray this prayer as David ſpeaketh, 2, . 
Sam.7.27.all the people that were inthegate and the 
Elders. 2.To whom they make theirprayers even 
t0 him of whom all things come 1 Chr. 29. 14. the 
Lord, the Lord make, 3. For whom, for the par- 
tics here purpoſing matrimony, the woman ſeve- 
rally, andthe man feverally. 4. For what are the 
petitions for them. rx. For the woman the Loyd 
make the woman that cometh into thine houſe like to 
Rahell and Leah which two did build the houſe of If- 
raell, 2. For the man and doe thow worthily in E- 
phratah, and be famous in Bethlehem, or that thou 
Sy -: ma 
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14it doeworthily &c. The firſt occurring circum. 
ſtance that ſtandeth in the doore of the text 
like Abraham in the doore of his tent, is of 
rheperſons petitioning and praying, all the people 
that were in the gate, and the Elders, they will not 
only be witneſſes of the contract , but petitioners 
alſo for the contraed, they will not onely teſtif 
the covenant made betweene the parties, but alſo 
ſancify it with their prayers. IT may ſay then to all 
that are preſent or any way pertinentto this wor. 
thy and weighty worke of contracting and marry. 
ing inthe Lord, as our Saviour to the lawyer a- 
bout a worke of mercy Znuk.10.37. vade & fac ſi - 
militer, goe and doc likewiſe, pray for the peace and 
vroſperity of the partics to be married, not with 
formall but with hearty acclamations, not with a 
{uperficiall God gine you ioy, but with a folemne 
and ſubſtantiall benediction of the parties, and in- 
vocation of the moſt high God poſleſſor of hea- 
ven and carth, tobleſſe them out of Zion, that Bey 
2ay ſee the good of Ieruſatem allthe dates of their life 
and that they may ſee their childrens children and 
peace vpoxTſraell Pjal.128.5.6. The God of hea- 
ven in his bleſſing of Adam and Eze; the firſt mar. 
ried perſons, in whoſe loynes we then were all of 
VS, (and God bleſſed them Gen.1.28.) hath ſhewed 
vs whatis good and what herequireth of vs, even 
to be followers of him herein as deare children 
Eph.5.1. And in this good and: old way did the 
generations of old walke. Abrahams eldeſt fervant 
and rulcr ofhis houfe , being ſent by him ro his 
-comtry and to his kindred, to take a wife vnto 
Iaacke 
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Haacke, when he cometh to the place, beginneth 
firſt with prayer to the Lord of his Mater Abra- 
ham, to ſend him good ſpeed that day, and to ſhew 
kindneſie vnto his Mater Abraham Gen. 24,12. 
And when the Lord God of his. Maſter Abraham 
had led him tothe houſe of his Maſters brethren, 
and had proſpercd his journey -and hee had obrai- 
ned Rebeccahtobe wife vnto his Maſters ſonne, 
her brother, mother,and friends folemnely bleſſe 
her at his departure,and ſay,Thou art our ſiſter be 
the mother of thouſands of Millions, and let thy ſeed 
poſſeſſe the gates of thoſe that hate them Gen. 24. 
60. And when I{aacke being ſtricken in yeares ſent 
Jacob to Padan-Aram amonglt his kindred to find 
out a wife, he prayeth ſeriouſly for his proſperous 
ſucceſle, God almighty bleſſe thee and make thee 
fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou maiff bee a 
multitude of people, and gine the bleſiing of Abra. 
ham to thee, and tothy ſeed with thee Gen.28.3.4. 
And that im$daewer marriage Plalme cndited at 
Solomonstaking to wife of Pharaohs daughter 
being aneminent rypc of the ſpirituall- marriage 
betwecne Chriſt and his Church, doth omnra fau- 
ſta precari, pray forall happineſle to rhe married 
parties, is full of ſupplications for them, benedi- 
aions.of them, and propheticall predictions of 
happineſſe vnto them Pſal.45. And if all things 
muſt bedone in the name of the Lord, Col: 3. 17. 
much more muſt this great thing bee begunne 'in 
the name ofthe Lord , if =@y xlioua every Feature 
ar ordinance of God mnſt be ſanitified with prayer 

BP $7 I. Tim.. 
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1 Tim.4.5. much more muſt this ſolemne org. 
nance of hjs be bleſſed and ſanified with prayer. 
It is a good rule giuenby Marke the Ercmite exvis 
Textun; aemyti ge i Termuxh, prayer muſt be the V 'ſhey 
of al! our ations, But how are theſe laſt and worft 
daies whereinto we are falne , degenerared from 
this holy courſe? Happily we may hearc a formal! 
and ſuperficiall acclamation of God giue you joy, 
drap out of ſome few mens mouths at ſuch times 
. & meetings. Bur moſt mens ynſanRified mouthes 
at ſuch times, like puddle waters, that being ſtir. 
red ſend forth noylome ſent, breath our nothing 
but ſuch corrupt communications as may rather 
miniſter griefe then grace tothe hearers, & which 
might better befit the vnchaſt bedde of fornicati- 
on inthe ſtewes, thenthe vndefiled be dde of ho- 
nourable matrimony in the houſe, and from the a- 
bundance of their polluted hearts,rhey belch forth 
ſuch vncleane and vnſavory- words as may make 
their eares to tingle that heare them: They cannot 
ſpeake the language of Canaanat ſuch times, any 
. holy and heavenly prayers, but thelanguage of 
Aſhdod ribals and ſcurrilous ieſts,filthy axd fooliſh 
talking which are not convenient , as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaketh Eph.5.3. And as David ſaid of the lan. 

erous tongue Pſal.5 2.4. thow loneſt all devouring 
words 0 thou deceitfull tongue: (o may I of theirs, 
theu loueſt alldefiling words, 0 thou vaine and vn- 
. Cleanc tongue; The marriage meetings with them 
are never well ſeaſoned or celebrated vnleſle they 
be filled with filthy diſcourſes,and obſceane ſongs, 

al 
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and of a Bride houſe made a Brothell houſe as the 
Idolatrous lewes turned Bethel, Gods houſe into 4 
Zethauen,an houſe of vanity, Hol.4.15.They coni- 
renance not Gods ordinance with their holy appre- 
cations, but rather confound the married parties 
with their horrible prophanations , and fill their 
faces with ſhame,as though with Zimri and Coſb;, 
they weretaken in an cas att, Numb: 25. and 
the language of the whoriſh woman , come let vs 
take onr fill of lone wntillthe morning , let vs ſolace © 
0ur ſelnes with lowes,Prou:7. 15. isnothing ſo im- 

pure,as many oftheir vnchaſt ſongs and diſcourſes 

ſucha world of iniquity is in mens tongues to de- 

filethis ſacred bufinefle with. 

Now if it become all the people ro pray at ſuch | 
times , much more are prayers comely.in the 
mouthes ofthe Prieſts of the people, if it be good 
for the Elders thatare in the gate to pray forthe 
married perſons,much moreis it good for the EI. 
ders ofthe Church to pray for them , andbleſle 
them as they are eorku_any &- to pray over the ſicke 
Iam.5. And this weprefleand praiſe not as making 
the Eccleſtaſticall benediRion of the Prieſt the ve- 
ry eſſentiall forme of.matrimony , as moſt of the 
Popiſh writers doe, ( for then all matrimonies in 
the world without this benedicti ould haue 
beene no better then fornications,vfterly void for 
want ofanefſentiall forme) but asrEquiring ir for ' 
aſolemne and publike teſtification of the matri- 
moniall conſent , and a benediction of the parties 
publiſhing their conſent , and catering into the co- 
£Y venart - 
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venant of God. For howſoever in foro interior;, 
inthe court of the conſcience, it beeatrue marriage 
where there is a freeand full.conſent of the partes 
before lawfull witneſſes, and cannor abſolutely be 
madevoid for want of a benediction giuen inthe 

Church, yet in foro exteriort,in the externall court, 

by evident deduction out of holy writ, and by the 
lawes of the Churchand moſt Commonwealths, 
itisno lawfull nor laudable marriage , which is 
not confirmed &bleſſed in the face of the Church. 
Penes nos occult s conjunttiiones id eſt non prius apud 
Eccleſiam profeſſe,juxta mechiam & fornicationenm 
periclitari judicantur. faith Tertullian lib.de pudi- 
Citia cap. 4. With vs ſecret marriages , that are not 
ſolemnized firit in the Church,are eſteemed fit to bee 
queſtioned as adulteries and fornications : And 
though Tertullian be very ancient, yetthis benedi. 
ion in the face of the Church 1s ancienter , came 
into it from the beginning, cuen in the firſt hun- 
dred yeare after our Saviour: Platina inthelife of 
Soter Biſhop of Rome , who liued inthe yeare of 

Chriſt 174. referreth itto him and ſaith he ordai- 

ned it, Ne legitima haberetur vxor niſi cut ſacerdos 
ex inſtituto benedixiſſet,that none ſhould be acconn. 

ted alawfull wife,but whom the Miniſter had bleſſed 

according to the ordinance; But yet this rite of bene- 

diction 1s more ancient. For Exariſtus who was 

Biſhop of Rome inthe yeare of Chriſt 97, man 

Epiſtle to the Biſhops of Africa found inthe firſt 

Fome of the Counſells , and inthe Decrees cap. 

390.9.5.ſpeaketh thus of it , Aliter legitimnum vt 4 

| Patribus 
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Patribus accepimm, & a ſanttis Apoſtolis &c. Mar- 
rrage is not otherwiſe lawfull , a« we hae receaued it 
of the Fathers ,and as we finde it delivered by the A- 
poſtles ,unleſiein its proper time it be Eccleſtaſtically 
bleſſed by the Prieſt with prayers and oblations as 
the manner is ,wedlockes ſo made are lawfull , if they 
be otherwiſe undertaken, there is no doubt but they 
are adulteries,or dwellings together,or whoreaomes, 
or fornications rather then marriages that are law- 
full. And Tertullian againe inhis ſecond booke to { 
his wife the 9 chapter faith, Ynde ſufficiam adenar- 
randam falicitatem ejus matrimany gc. How canT : 
Jaffiemily ſet out the happineſie of that marriage 
which the Church maketh, the communion confirm. 
eth,the Angels declare to beſealed, and thefather 
counteth ratified. And S. Ambroſe for his time in 
his 70 Epiſtle ſaith,Comwgium velamine ſacerdotis 
& benedittione ſantificari oportet. Marriage muſt 
be ſanitified with the Prieſts putting on a wvaile and 
beneditFion: Syneſius comming to bee Biſhop of 
Cyrene,and profeſſing that he would ſtill hold his 
wife with his Biſhoprick, mentioneththis cuſtome;, 
Aihi gy Dens ipſe & lezes, ipſag, Theophili ſacra 
manus vxorem dedit': God himſelfe , andthe lawes, 
& the holy hand of Theophilus hath ginen me a wife: 
Therefore I declare to you all, and would haue it wit- 
nefſed,that I will not for ſake her. Nicepherws lib. 4. 
hiſt. Eccleſ. cap. 55. And the fourth Councell of 
Carthagein the 13 Canon faith, When the Bride- 
groome and the Brideare to bee blefied of the Prieff, 
let them bee preſented by their parents , or theſe that 

C haze 
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hae the charze of. the wedding. Both the lawes, Fc: 
clefiaſticall,and-lmperiall are full of Canons and 
Conſtitutions,that none ſhould wed privately, but 
benediftione 4 ſacerdote accepta puvlice , Cap.null. 
cap. & qu.izſdem. Receaning the Prieſts benediition 
publikely , niſi ſacerdotum precious matrimonium 
corroboratum fuerit unleſſe the matrimony be confir- 
med by the Prieſts prayer,vwhich is the conſtitution 
ofthe Emperours Leo and Alextus Compmenus. The 
hereticall Anabaptiſts then & ſchiſmaricall Brow- 
niſts profeſſing themſelues to bee wiſe, become 
foolesin condemning this ancient, needtull, and 
laudable rite of publike blefling in the face of the 
Church, the new married perſons inthe name of 
the Lord,as though there were no more required 
in contracting for a wife then in bargaining fora 
horſe,onely to ſhake hands and come together, 
But we haue eaten ſo much of the hony of this firſt 
point ( the perſons petitioning here ) as & ſufficient 
for vs,Prov.25. 16. F come therefore to the next 
branch,to whom they petition and pray”, the Lord 
make ] And indeed on whom ſhould they call for 
the marriage blefling b»t ow him who « the father 
of mercies,and God of all comfort, 2.Cor.1.3. From 
whom commeth downe every good and perfect gift, 
Iam. 1.17. But on him,of whom, and through whom, 
aud towhomare all things : Rom: 11.36. In whoſe 
hand i power and might, and in whoſe hand it is to 
make great and to gine ſtrength vntoall,and of whom 
all things come,1,Chr.29. 11. 12. MW hoſe bleſſing 
alone maketh rich,Prov.10.22.4nd of whom whoſo- 
ever 
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ever arebleſſed they ſhall be bleſſed, Gen:27. 33.whi 
ſhould they haue in heauen but the Lord tocall wpon, 
Plal.73.25.And who can ſhew ws any good wnlefie 
he lift vp the light of his countenance vpon vs, Plal, 
4.6.King Darius Paraſites made both a flattering 
anda bloud-ſucking law,(like the Image that Pliny 
ſpeaketh of,that had both a frowning and a ſmi- 
ling lookes) That no man ſhould a5ke any petition of 
4ny God or man for thirty daies, but of him, and this 
could not bee changed according to the law of the 
Medes and Perfians which altereth not. Dan.6.7. 
Bur it is an immutableand inviolable law eſtabliſh. 
ed inthe high Court of heauen,not for thirty daies 
but fromthe beginning, till time ſhall beno more, 
that none of the houſhold of faith ſhould aske any 
petition either for the bleſſings of heauen aboue, or 
the earth beneath,or for any ſpirituall bleſſings in 
Chriſt Ieſus,of any ofthe Canes of men incarth, 
or the ſonnes of God in heauen( I meanethe com. 
pany of the bleſſed Angelils , or the ſpirits of juſt 
menmade perfect) but only of the Lo « » our Fa- 
ther and Redeemer whoſe name is everlaFting,l{a.62 
16.Call ypon me inthe day of trouble,Plal.50.15.8 
ifvponhim , whom ſhould they hane in heauen 
but him. And itis ſurely ſcaled vnto vs with the 
bond ofa double oath , verily , verily, Tfay vnto 
you , Whatſoewer yee ſhall acke the Father in my 
name,notthe Father and me in the holy Aogells 
and bleſſed Saints name,he will giue it you, Toh.16. 
23. HcreI might reapethat which the holy Ghoſt 
hath ſowed,that this Father of lights,& FO 
C a ( 
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of all bleſſings is to be ſought and ſued to inall oy r 
neceſſities,but I will only hoc agere, proſecute opy 
diet in die ſuo,the worke of the day inits right time 
and keepe my ſelfe within the ſpheare of Marriage 
not turning either to the right or left hand. In their 
asking of God a _ on theſe married parties 
here,they plainely proteſſe marriage to bee of his 
ordinanceand inſtitution. For-God as at the begin. 
zing,Gen.r.ſonow bleſſeth only the worke of his 
owne hand. that which he hath ordained and inſti- 
tured and not any of the workes of darkneſle,or of 
Satan the prince of darkneſſe. It ſhould | imply a 
very contradiftion, that God ſhould condemne 
marriageas a worke of the fleſh , in which ſtate 
men cannot pleaſe him, and yet bleſſe Adam and 
Exe atthe firſt (God bleſſed them and ſaid, increaſe 
and multiply,Gen. 1.28.) and theſe here , &other 
married perſons in future times in the Church. 
Our of his holy mouth cannot proceed bleſſing & 
curſing of the ſame ſtate of life. Marriage then is 
his ordinance,and the worke of his hands ,.and.or- 
daincd by him. mon communtter ſed ſingularimodo., 
not after the common faſhion of his other workes,but 
after a ſingular manner. For heedid not onely or. 
dainc it inthat holy place of Paradiſe, and in that 
time when Adamſtood vpright, as hee was created 
afterthe image of God 2» holineſie and righteou(- 
neſſe,but in the inſtitution of it, firſt as it were con- 
{ulred about the making of woman , and ordaining 
of it, It #5 not geodthat the man ſhould bee alone, 1 
will make him a helpe meet for him , Gen.,2.18. As 
ESA | before 
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before he had deliberated about the making of 
man, (let 1s make man in our Image, after our like- 
xeſſe Gen. 1. 20.) and did nowmake him with a 
words ſpeaking , as hee did the other creatures, 
therein Cn not the infirmity of the worke- 
man, but the excellency and dignity of the 
\ worke, according to that of Saint Baſel homil; 
10, hexameron, de nullo operum , This word let 
vs make, is written of none of the workes which God 
had formerly made, but all things are made by Gods 
bareword and commandement Learne therefore 6 
man, how much thou only art ejteemed, for God did 
not thinke it fit to ioyne thy generation to the com. 
mon commandement of the creatures, as a matter of 
vulgar price. After this God put his conſultation 
and decree inexccution, in forming the woman 
with his owne hands, and when hee had formed 
her, in bringing her to the man, in 1oyning them 
- together,in bleſſing them, and publiſhingthe law 
of matrimony, therefore ſhall a man leaue his father 
aud mother and cleaue to his wife and they ſhall be one 
fleſh Gen.2.24.inall which tanquam in expreſis 
tabults wee may ſec the finger and ordinance of 
God. Therefore Theophiladt in Epitome daivino- 
rum doomatum mel jape {aith, God hath not only fa- 
ſhioned the woman,but he alſo ioyned her to the man, 
according to the law now in pra#tiſe. He brought her 
tothe man, and hee himſelfe was the betrother and 
giner of her inwedlocke as alſo he brought a certaine 
gift to the wedding, hs bleſſing. And the man as- 


ſooneas ſhe was brought to him acknowledgeth 
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her ſbiriw prophetico,by the ſpirit of prophecy, to be 
of 7 ary hw and ordinance, Adam ſaid, this i 
now bone of my bone, and fleſh of my fleſh, ſhe ſhall be 
called woman becauſe ſhe was taken out of man Gen, 
2.23. yeaafterthe fall, he had ſo much light ſtil * 
to acknowledge herto be Gods gitt,he calleth her 
the woman that thou gaueſt me Gen. 3.12, Andleaſt 
thenit might be thought, that mans finne had 
made void Gods ordinance, God both ſtill kept 
on footthis his ordinance, even when he denoun- 
ced to the ſerpent,that the ſeede of the woman ſhould 
breake hu head, and to the woman, in ſorrow ſhalt 
thou bring forth Children, thy deſire ſhall be to thy 
husband and he ſhall rule over thee Gen.3.15.16, 
(wherevpon Adam calleth his wiues name Exe 
becauſe ſhe was the mother of all liuing werſ.20.)8& 
alſo after the flood fully renewed his Charter to 
Noah and his ſonnes, bleſſing them and ſaying be 
fruit full, multiply & repleniſh the face of the earth 
Gen,g.1. Pu bene eruditi ſunt in fide Catholica,no- 
verunt quod Dens fecerit nuptias,They that are well 
inſtructed in the Catholike faith, know that God 
hath ordained marriage Anguſt:tratt.g.in Toh.Con- 
nubium non eft ex colluvione peccati, ſed ex inſtity- 
t10ne Dei, Marriage cometh not from the corrupti- 
01. of ſinne, but from the ordinance of God. Fulgen: 
ae fiatu viduarum ep.2. 

And when this ordinance was much defiled by 
raſh divorces, marrying of many wiues, 8 wand- 
ring luſts, our Sauiour vponthe Phariſees temp- 
ting him about divorces, revoketh and reter- 
reth 
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rethall to the firſt inſtiturion, haue ye not read 
that he which made them: at the beginning made 
them male and female, and ſaid for this cauſe ſhall a 
man leaue Father and Mother and ſhall cleaue to his 
wife, and acknowledge that ſtill to be Gods ordi. 
nance,and the married partics to be 19yned together 
by God Mat.19.4.5.6. And to gine areall demon. 
ſtration hereof atter he was baptized in Iordan and 
inveſted into the office of the Mediator, he vouch- 
ſaterh not only his preſence at a wedding, butalſo 
honourcth it with the firſt miracle that ever hee 
wrought Ioh.2, 2yomodo non erunt venerabiles 
nuptie &c. Epiphan. lib.2.her. 67, how ſhall not 
marriage be honourable and obtaine the kingdome of 
heaven, when our ſaviour was called to a marriage 
that he might bleſſe it? For if he had refuſed to goe 
toawedding,then he had beene a diſfolver of marr;- 
aze, but now he cometh toa wedding that he might 
F 508 their mouthes that ſpake againſt the truth. Ipſe 
rogatius ad nuptias &c. (Aug: in queſt.vet.& nov. 
teſt.queſt,127) Chriſt being intreated diſdained not 
to goeto aweadding, and not only adorned it with 
his preſence, but alſo beſtowed that which was want - 
ing to mirth, for it is written,that wine maketh glad 
the heart of man. And that he might ſhew that he did 
this according tothe will of God his father, hee an. 
ſwered the Tewes about divorces, ſaying, that which 
God hath ioyned together, let no man put aſunder. - 
Marriage then is Gods ordinance,the marriage co- 
venant 1s Gods covenant Prov.2.17. it 15 heethat 
prepareth & appointeth the wite for the husband : 
and! 
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and the husband for the wife, Abraham ſaith to 
his ſervant, the God of Heaven ſhall ſend his Angell 
before thee, & thou ſhalt take a wife to my ſonne Gen. 
24.7. andthe ſervant prayeth thatthe Damſell that 
giueth himer his Cammels water may be the woman 
whom God had appointed for Iſaacke ver, 14, 
And the Angell telleth Tobias of Sarah that 
ſhould be his wife, ſhee was appointed wnto thee 
from the beginning Tobit.6.17. And it is God that 
knitteth their hearts oneto another in loue, It was 
of the Lord that Sampſon lowed and deſired the wa. 
man of Timnah ud. 14. 4. Hence then may the 
tongue of thelearned ſpeake a word in ſeaſon, for 
the ſtopping of thoſe foule mouths that ſhoote out 
their arrowes even oltter words, either againſt the 
ſtate of matrimony to diſgrace it as miſerable, or 
againſt the ordinance it ſelfe to condemne it as fin- 
fulland abominable. For the firſt we haue a gene. 
ration inthe world, who ſeemewiſe in their owne - 
eyes, if they can boldly calumniate, and ſmite_ 
with the tongue this ſtate and kinde of life as moſt 
wretched: The old heathens inveRiues, fill their 
mouthes wirh vaine reafonings and janglings a- 
oainſt it &5i51 m2apdiy log amy md urvy os ; lay they 
with Menander Marriage is the uttermoſt of miſery 
and with Epicharmus ##prew 3c. there are but 
two good dayes with awoman,when a man marrieth 
her and when a man burieth ber, and with another 
Satyriſt, awox uri yoa@ ior izu fc, every woman is 
bitterneſſe & ſhe hath but two good times ,one inthe 
bed anther in the graue, with Ovid Femina nulls 
To Ne: = bons 
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hona ef &c. No woman ts good, but if a good wife 
hath happened to any one, 1 know not how an ill thing 
i become good, and with Plautus inpen. a. 1. Ne. 
goty qui ſibi volet vim comparare, navim & mulic- 
rem, hac duo comparato &c. Hee that will zet him 
ſtore of buſineſſe, let him get hims theſe two things, 4 
ſhip and a wife, for no two things haue more buſineſſe: 
and with Menander in Atheneus lib. 13. deipnoſ. 
cap. 13s In pelagus te iacus negotiorum, oc. thou 


 throweſt thy ſelfe into aſea of buſineſſe, not the Zy- 
' bucke or effgean ſea, where of thirty ſcarce three 


ſhips are caſt away, but, ducens vxorem ſervatur 
prorſus nemo, no man that marrieth a wife eſcapeth. 
So whileſt they could not or would not diſtin. 
guiſh betweene the abuſes and faults of- the marri- 
ed perſons, and the lawfulnefle, happineſle , and 
commodity of the ſtate it ſelfe, Satan hath beene 
alying ſpirit in their impure mouthes, & like mills 
that cannot grinde but with foule water,they haue 
by red out floods of exclamations againſt the ſtate 
It ſelfe. 

But as though this were too little, there hath ri- - 
ſenin the Church it ſelfe, a worſe generation of 
thoſe heretickes that ſpeaking perverſe things,nay 
lies in hypocriſie, and hauing their conſciences ſea- 
red with an hot iron 1.Tim.4. have called goode- 
vill, lightdarknefle hcere, this ordinance of God, 
the inſtitution of Sathan, & have condemned mar. 
riage as altogether vnlawfull inany, which the 
Holy Choſt hath commended to be honourable in 
all Heb. 13.5. I will not ſpend the time in mentio- 
ning 


18 "Boaz and Ruth bleſſed, 


ning, nor tire your Cares with hearing thc |namcs 
of that rabble of herericks, rhat in the primitive 
Church belched out theſe blaſphemies, that mar. 
riage and procreation Was of the divell, and thar 
rhe marricd perſons were excluded from all hope of 
heauen or happineſſe to. come. Let their memory pc- 
riſh with their hereſy; and let Gods word be true 
and every maua lyar. And Antichriſt of Rome 
(of whom Daniell prophecied that he ſhould net 
regard the deſire ofwomen, Dan.11.37.that is, hee 
ſhould ſimulare caſtitatem vt plurimos decipiat, 
counterfeit chaſtity that he might deceiue very ma- 
zy, as Hicrome vpon that place interpreteth it) 
with his falſe prophets, that they might commend 
the ſingle life of their voraries, and compell their 
ClergyRo it, haue ſertheir mouthes againſt heauen 
in vilitying the ordinance it ſelfe, Pope innocent 
in his third Epiſtle,can find out theſe rexrs againſt 
marriage ofthe Clergy, be ye holy becauſe 1 am hi- 
{y, The ſtate of marriage then by this reaſoning, is 
vnholy,and, to the vncleane and unbeleeuers:ne- 
thing ts cleane, and = that are in the fleſh canms: 
pleaſe Goa, all married perſons then arein the flc(]: 
and vnpleaſing to God, And is it nota wonder that 
Cardinall Bellarmine himtelfe in this cleare light 
of learningand the Goſpell , would defend that 
which the Popeſpake inthe darke time of igno- 
rance, Non male dici poſiit. de coningatis, qui ſunt 
3n carne non poſiunt placere Deo. It may not amiſſe 
be ſaid of married perſons, they that are inthe fleſh 
£annnot pleaſe Goa, de ſacram: matr: cap. 5, And c. 
| | Nupt. 
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Napt.32.4%.1. the ſamePopelike an excellent A- 
rithmetician and Divize too reaſoneth thus, The 
Scriptureſaid of the firſt, 3.4.5. «nd 6. day when 
God had finiſhed the worke of every day, & God ſaw 
that it was good,but it is not ſaid ſo of the ſecond day, 
ſtenifying that the number of two is not good which 
doth divide from wnion, and figureth the marriage 
covenant, whereupon all the creaturepthat enter the 
Arke of Noah by two are wncleane: ſeewe not what 
a deepe myſtery he hath found in the number of 
two againſt marriage, and he reaſoneth there, that 
it lay men muſt abſtaine from their wines for atime, 
that they may giue themſelues to prayer, much more 
ought Prieſts who muſt pray and ſacrifice daily, ab- 
ſtaine from ſuch company, which Bellarmine ſe- 
condeth, and ſuppoſeth againe lib. de Cler.c.18, 
attus coniuealis hominum reddit totum carnalem et 
ineptum ad divina, the matrimoniall at maketh 4 
an wholly carnall, and unfit for divine things, and 
cap.19,Matrimonium vehementer,rc. Matrimony 
vehemently hindreth earneſtneſſe in praying, power. 
fulneſſe in preaching, and care of the poore, And laſt. 
ly to fill yp the meaſure of their iniquity,they ſay, 
that a Prieſt ſinneth more grievouſly in marrying 4 
wife, thenin committing fornication , and keeping 
4 concubine, Coſter Enchirid. and thata Digamnus 
which hath had two wines ſucceſiinely,is reietFed fri 
prieſthood, but not afornicator, becauſe o—_—_ 
more forbidden then adultery or keeping 4 concuvine 
Bellar- de cler.cap.I ſay therefore with Michaell | 
the Archangellimperet illis Dew,the Lord rebuke 
D 2 thew 
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hem Tude the 9 verſe, for caſting dung inthe 
face of his ordinance. 

Bur to paſſe on further into the waters of the 
ſancuary, we ſhall finde rhat theſe people and El. 
ders of Bethlehem doe all things well heere , for 
that they take every good occaſion of prayer, it is 
well, we ſhould pray without ceaſing 1 Theſ: 5.17. 


that they call vpon the Lord heerc, ſecking to the | 


fountaine and not digging to them, ciſternes,. thar 
can hold no water, it is good and comely , whom 
ſhould they call vpon but the Lord who is worthy to 
be praiſed & prayed wnto Pſal:18.3. that they pray 
for Boaz and Ruth, the perſons intending to enter 
into the covenant of God. it 1s- their charity that 
{ecketh not her owne alone but the Good of others 1 
. Cor. 12. as all the members of the myſticall body 
ofthe Church haue the ſame care one for another 
1'Cor.12.25.4,d pray one for another Jam. 5.16. 
Now the perſons for whom they pray and the 
bleſſings for which they pray, that they may bc 
bleſſed with, are {ſo involved and linked one with 
another,thatthey cannot be diftoyncd in-thehand. 
ling, theſe bleſſings are ſeverall;. r- For the wo- 
man the Lord make the woman that 1s come into 
thine houſe like Rachell and like Leah, which two 
did buildthe honſe of Iſraell, wherein wee hauc 
i. The womandeſcribed by a ſpeciall cftect, the 
woman that is come intothinehouſe. 2 The bleſſing 
it ſelfe both expreſſed, that ſhe may be like Rachel! 
«nd like Leah, andalloexplained wherein it ſhould 
conliſt, which twodid buildthe houſe of Iſraell.The 
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woman here is*firſt of all deſcribed. vnto vs by a 
ſpeciall effec and called the woman which is come 
mmto thine houſe] The wines place thenis to hee in 
the houſe with the husband : 7/aak bringeth Rebec. 
kah into the fametent with him, when ſhe becom- 
meth his wife, Gen.24. 67. David fetehr Bathſhe- 
bainto his houſe,when he took herto wife, 2.Sam. 
11.27. Nay thc is not only to bereceaued into the 
houſe, bur alſo into the heart and bolome, ſhe is rhe 
wife of the boſome,Deut.13.6. Set me as a ſeale wp. 
on thyne heart , ſaith the Church to Chriſt , Cant 
8.6. And the huchand muſt laue the wife , 2s 
Chriſt loned the Church , Epheſians 5. 25. The 
{oule of Tonathay ( whoſe loue to Dauid ws 
wonder full paſſing the loue of women, 2. Sam.1.26.) 
was knit with theſoule of David , and David loued 
him-as his owne ſoule, 1.Sam.18.1. if this payre'of 
friends had wa 4uylw! &* Nor muatmiry., one {oulc in 
two bodies , how much moreis it and ought itto 
be ſoin the married payre, and if ir bee good and 
pleaſant for bretheren to dwell together, Plal.133.r. 
how much more is it-good and pleaſam for them 
thatareno more twaine but one fleſh to dwell to- 
octher,ſecing they make but one body , it is mon- 
ſtrous that wr rm corpus ſit in auobus locks, that one ' 
body ſhould bee in two places, The wite that was 
made of the rib of man, and made to bee an helper 
before him, mult be collaterall & converſant with 
him.haue individuam vite conſuetudinem, aninle- 
parable ſociety of all hirlife with hum, which 1s the 
very definition of marriage , and agreeable tothat 
D 3 Apoſtolique- 
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hem Tude the 9 verſe, for caſting. dung in the 
tace of his ordinance. 
But to paſſe on further into the waters of the 
ſancuary, we ſhall inde that theſe people and El. 
ders of Bethlehem doe all things well heere , for 
that they take every good occaſion of prayer, it is 
well, we ſhould pray without ceaſing 1 Theſ: 5.17. 
that they call vpon the Lord heere, ſecking to 1 
fountaine and not digging to them, ciſtcrnes, 
can hold no water, it is good and comely , 
ſhould they call upon but the Lord who is wo; 
be praiſed & prayed wnto Pſal:18.3.that the 
for Boa; = Rath, the perſons intending tc 
into the covenant of God,. it 1s- their charity 
{ceketh not her owne alone but the Good of other) 
. Cor. 12. asall the members of the myſticall boa 
ofthe Church hane the ſame care one for another 
1'Cor.12.25.4,d pray one for another Jam.5.16. 
Now the perſons for whom they pray and the 
bleflings for which they pray, that they may bc 
bleſſed with, arc {o involved and linked one with 
anorther,thatthey cannot be diftoyncdin+«thehand. 
ling, theſe bleſſings are ſeverall;. 1- For tho wo- 
man the Lord make the woman that 1s come into 
thine houſe like Rachell and like Leah, which two 
aid build the houſe of Iſraell, wherein wee hauc 
i. The womandeſcribed by a ſpeciall cftect, rhe | 
woman that is come intothinehouſe. 2 The bleſſing þ 
it ſelfe both expreſſed, that ſhe may be like Rachel! 
 «udlike Leah, andalſoexplained wherein it ſhould 
conltſt, which two-did buildthe houſe of Iſraell.The 
woman: 
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woman here isfirſt of all deſcribed vnto vs by a 
ſpeciall effec and called the woman which is come 
mto thine houſe) The wines place thenis tohecin 
the houſe with the husband : 7/aak bringeth Rebec. 
tah into the ſametent with him, when the becom- 
meth his wife, Gen.2 4.67. David fetechr Bathſhe- 
$9 his houſe,when he took herto wife, 2.Sam. 
lay thc is not only to bereceaued into the 
alſo into the heart and bolome, ſhe zs rhe 
jo ſome, Deut.13.6. Set mens a ſeale wp. 
rt, faith the Church toChriſt , Cant 
the husband muſt laue the wife , a; 
E the Church , Epheſians 5.25. The 
mathan ( whoſe love to Dauid w.# 
: paſſing the loue of women, 2. Sam.1.26.) 
; with theſoule of David , and David lowed 
0.44 his owne ſoule, 1.Sam.18.1, if this payre'o0f 
friends had was Luxlw & vow ovpue my, one {oulc in 
two bodies , how much more1s it and ought ttto 
be ſoin the married payre, and if ir bee Food and 
pleaſant for bretheren to dwell together, Pla]. 133.r. 
how much more is it-pood and pleaſant for them 
tharareno more twaine but one fleſh to dwell to- 
octher,ſecing they make bur one body , it 15 mon- 
ſtrous that -nm corpus ſit in auobus locss, that one 
: body ſhould bee intwoplaces, The wite that was 
made of the rib of man, and made to bee an helper 
} before him, mult be collaterall & converſant with 
him. haue indjviduam vite conſuetudinem, aninle- 
parable ſociety of all hirlife with him, which 1s the 
very definition of marriage , and agreeable tothat 
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Apoſtolique Canon, Let not the wife _ 
the hucband,1.Cor.7.10.with her the hasband my 

reioyce,and be raviſhed alwaies with her lone , Proy. 
5.18.19. andifthey muſt loue together,they muſt 
live together, Yb; amor #1 oculus, where the loue 
gocth there the eye defireth to be looking ſtill, ſhee 
IS his companion, Mal.2. 17. and ſo muſt cohabite 
together with him and not breake company , ac- 
cording to that likewiſe. yee husbands dwell with 
them, 1. Pet. 3. 7. The harlets feet abidenot inthe 
houſe,but ſhe & without and inthe ſtreets, Prov,7. 
I1.12.but the vertuous woman /ooketh well to the 
waies of her houſhold,Prov.31. 27. and chaſt women 
muſt be keepers at home, Tit.2.5. It isa duty impo- 
ſed onmarried women to guzaethe houſe,r.Tim.s, 
14.and ſoto bide in the houſe, That which Saint 
Hierome ſaid ofthe Monke out of his Cell, Mona. 
chus in oppido piſcs inarido: A Monke in the ſtreet 
i like a fiſh on the dry land, istrue of them , a wo- 
man gadding from houſeto houſe, from place to 
place,islikea fiſh out of the water , his proper ele- 
ment. Plutarch in queſt, Rom.qu.29. relateth that 
the Romans had acuſtome not to ſuffer the Bride 
to goe ouer the threſhold, but tocarry her over, & 
_ the Boetians, to burnethe Axeltrec of the Cart 
before the doore on the marriage day, both which 
rites were memorandums to them that they muſt 
be houſekeepers, The Tortoiſe 8 the Snayle that 
carry their ſhells vpon their backes , are the Em- 
blems and Hieroglyphicks of a good wife, thar 


muſt carry her houſe vpon her backe. Noz ſunt in- 
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venta 4que dulcia nomina,erc:(Bernard.ſerm.7.in 
Cant, )there are not found names alike ſweet to ex- 
preſſe mutually the ſweet affetions of the word & the 
ſoule,as the Bridgroome and the Bride, for they haue 
all things common,nothing proper , nothing drvided 
from themſelues., there i one inheritance to them 

both,one houſe,one table,one bed,yea one fleſh. 

Hearc this thenall yee married , both low and 
high,rich and poore, take heed , O thou woman, 
that thou be not a follower of Yaſhti king Aſſuerus 
witc, who retuſed ro come into her husbands com- 
pany at his commandement , Eſt.1.11.12. nor of 
the harlot, who forſaketh the guidofhir youth , and 
forgetteth the covenant of her God,Prov.2.17.And 
take heed likewiſe, O thou man ; that thou forſake 
not the wife of thy youth , whos thy companion and 
the wife of thy covenant, Mal.2.14. Coniunttioeſt a 
Deodtrvortium & ſeparatio' a Diabolo. The ioynin 
together of manand wife is of God, their ſundring $ 
ſeparating ts of the Divell, 

Now this clauſe, The woman that commeth into 
thine houſe} is like the little cloud that El:ahs fer. 
vant ſaw- no bigger then an hand, which yeelded a 
great raine;1.King.18.44. many doctrines might 
drop from hence as the raine,Deut. 32. 2. but l will 
pitch-vpon one neceſſary thing , it it bee the wars 
houſe (into thy houſe) if he be the #oſerwras,, Maſter 
of the houſe, then ſhe ought to line peaceably with: 
him in his own houſe, itis noted athing monſtrous 
and ynnaturall that a mans enimies ſhould bee they- 
of his owne hauſe,Mic.7.6. and much more that a 
mans- 
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mans capitalenimie ſhould be the wife of his own 
houſe and boſome?, if God made men ts bee of one 
minde in au houſe,as our vulgar tranſlation hath ir, 
Pſal.68.6. much more is it of his ordinance thar 
man and wife ſhould be of one minde in an houte. 
Lot would haue nothing done to the Angells 
(ſtrangers .as hee thought) that were come vnder 
the ſhadowe of his roofe for proteRion,and much 
more ſhould the maſter ofthe houſe be ſafe vnder 
the ſhadowe of his roofe fromthe poiſoned darts 
of his wiues tongue. David aggravateth the ſinne 
of Rechaband Baanah in murthcring 1ſhboſherh , in 
that they did itin his own houſe , wicked men haue 
ſlaine a righteons perſon in his owne houſe,2 Sam. 4, 
11.and it addeth tothe impiety when the wife of 
the houſe becommeth a brawling woman in the 
houſe of ſociety as the Hebrew phraſe is, Prov.21.g 
If the man ſhould notbelike a Lionto his people, 
and ſervants in his houſe, Ecclus,4.30. much lefſe 
ſhould the wifebe likea Lioneſfle to the man in his 
owne houſe, which is his Caſtle, as wee ſay in our 
natiue proverbe - The Scripture phraſe ſaith of 
David, that he ſate in his owne beef. , and the Lord 
gauehin reſt from his enimies round about , 2.Sam. 
7.1. and of Nebuchadnezzar, that he was at reſt in 
his houſe, Dan. 4.4. The houle then is the place of 
reſt , & notto be diſquietcd by her that ſhould reſt 
in the bolome. Every houſedivided againſt it ſelfe 
ſhall not ſtand, Mat. 12.25 .cſpecially if the wife bee 
againſt the husband and the husband againſt the 
wife,the fall of it wil be as grecar as the fall ofthat 


houſe 
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| houſe on which the raine deſcended and the wines 


blew and beat, Maz.7.27. Andifthemanmuſt /iwe 
zoyfully wit h his wife all the daies of his life, Eccl.g. 
9.ſhe muſt not live contentiouſly with him , Fel:- 
ces ter & amplins,quos irruptatenet copula,nec vilis 
divulſus querimoniis , ſuprema citins ſolvit amor 
ae. . 
Thrice happy they and more then that, 
Whom bands of loue ſo firmely ties 
That without brawles till deaththem part, 
Tis vndiſſolvedand never dies. 
It is memorable that Plzny ( in aletterto Gemnins, 
lib.7. } reporteth of cMacenins that he lived with 
his wife 39 yeares without brawling: And Publ: 
Kubeninus Or Rubcvis Celer would hauc it written 
on his graue,Cum Caia Enna vxore, vixit annos 
43 menſes oito ſinequerela. He lived with Caia En. 
n1a his wife 43 yeares 8 months without any quar- ' 
rell, And Silwvins Pateryus on his wines tombe in 
the territory of Niſmes , Cum qua wvixit annos 33 
ſinewlla animi leſura: with whom helined 33 yeares 
without any hurt or breach, I thinke few fuch in. ' 
{criptions can be found, written ontombes in our 
diſmall and contentious daies. The old heathen 
when they ſacrificed on the marriage day , threwe 
away the gaul from the reſt of the facrifice ,to ſig- 
nificthat in wedlocke ſtrite ard arger ſhould ever 
be abſent.Platode pracepr. conjugal. otherwile it 
is not contugium ſed coniurginm ,as one ſaid when 
he had married a contentious wite,zor wedding but 
chiding or warring ,not marrying but jarring. And 
E it 
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it was wittily ſpoken by himthat faid , Now place 
mnihi domus gn qua Galltya cantat, Gallus tacet.I lihe 
not the houſe wherein the Hencroweth and the Cocke 
is ſllent. Abraham Beneſra the Rabbin obſeryeth 
that in the Hebrew names WAR and RWAN is found 
rhename 19 or Ichouah, who is the former of the 
woman & author of marriage,and that this name 
remaineth 1n marriage as (OS as they loue and liue 
peaceably ( for then the peace of God is with the) 
bur if they forget piety towards. God, and peace 
one towards another,then Gods name is 2onc, and 
there is nothing but WR and WK the fire of conten- 
tion here,and the fire of confuſion hereafter, Qu;- 
bus conjugium infelix contigit ( Ariſtot.in Rhetoy.) 
They that are unhappily weaaed , are deprined of the 
better halfe of their happineſſe: And there is a 
French proverbe, Non effe feliciter natum , qui non 
fit feliciter maritatus: That he is not happily borne 
that is not happily wedded. Pineda on 1ob -obſerueth 


out of Cyprian, Auſtin,C hryſoſtome, Proſper, & Gau-- 
dentins, thatthe Divell would not deſtroy: Iobcs: 
wite bcinga foolifh;that is,a wicked woman,as lic. 


did his children, but left her-to vex htm-the more. 
Vt novum calamitatis genus inde wviro exiſteret, 
that by her a new kindt of calamity might bee heaped 
ou her husband, The contentions of a wife are a- con- 
ttnuall dropping,Prov.19.13.and 27. 15, andit is 
better to awell inthe corner of the houſe toppe , then 
with abrawling woman ina wide houſe,Prov.19.9. 


and 25. 24. both which Solomon repeateth twicc- 


tor fayling,nay 1t u better to dwell inthe wil dernes 


then. 
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then with her,Prov.21.19. S. Anftin thought hee 
could not compare an ill conſcience to any thing 
better then ro a bad wife(and he vſeth the compa. 
riſon ſo often thar it ſcemeth hee likedit , for wee 
finde jtin Pſal.33.,8& 35.8 45.)toa bad wife, both 
which ſuffer him not to reſt , are with him in cubr- 
culo & enbili,both in his chamber and in hu bed, nec 
fugere nec fugare licet , as Lipſius faith , aman car 
neither fly from them, nor makethems fly from him. 

And Icſus the ſonne of Sirach , who notonly ga- 

thered the graue ſentences of wiſe men ,- but vtte- 
red ſome of his owne full of vnderſtandingand 
wildome ( 5» prefat.ltbri) complaineth moſt pa. 
thetically of a contentious wife, I had rather dwe{ 
witha Lion anda Dragon,then to keepe houſe with a 

wickedwoman,Ecclus,25.16. All wickedneſſe u but 


little tothe wickedneſſe of awomen,let the portion of 


a ſinner fall pon her , verl. 19.45 the climbing of 4 
ſandy way u to the feet of the aged , ſo u 4 wife full of 
words to a quiet man,verl. 20. 4 wicked woman aba- 
teth the courage , maketh an heavy countenance , and 
a wounded heart ,ver.23.1 ſay then with S. Paul,vn. 
tothe married I command, yet not I but the Lord, let 
not the wife depart from the hucband, 1.Cor.7.10, 
for ſhe is comeinto his houſe to be ati helper meer 
for him, let there be no ſtrife berweene them'in the 
houſe, tor they are morethen bretheren,one fleſh, 
and one ſoule intwo bodies; If they loue peace & 
would faine ſeegooddates, let them Iue in-peace, 
and refraine their tongues from ſpeaking 6f evill 
one to another, Let there be 1n her tongue,kindneſſe, 
E 2 meekneſſe, 
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meeckneſſe,aud comfort, Ecclus,26.2 3. that ſhee may 
rezoyce her husband,and that he may fulfill the yeares 
of his life in peace, Ecclus 26.2, Andthenthe God 
.ofpcace ſhall be with them , and #he peace of God 
which paſſeth all underſtanding , - ſhall ys their 
hearts and mindes through Chriſt Teſs, Phil.q.7, 

 Buritishigh time that I ſhould goc on forward 
to the loynes in theſe waters of.the ſanctuary, 
cometo the matter irſelte prayed for on the be. 
halfe of the woman here, which is both expreſſed, 
like Rachel andlike Leah , &allo explained where. 
in it ſhould conſiſt , which two did build the houſe 
f 1ſr ael, for nulla ſimilitudo currit quatuor pedibus, 
no ſimilitude agreeth in all reſpetts,but is limited in 
ſome particulars whercin the proportion lieth, 
They builded Iſrael then,in that by themlſclues , & 
their two handmaids-, giuen to their husbands, 
they raiſcd it from 7acob alcne totwelue populous 
and mighty Tribes,as an houſe from a low toun- 
dation 1s railed.ypin goodly and.lofty ſupcrſtru. 
tions and buildings of walls, windows, tar:ets, 
and the like, For ſo the, holy. Ghoſt in tie rigs. 
nall rongue is delighted to fer our. the generation 
of mankind, and procreation..of children ,, by the 
name and compariſon of.building, The ribbe which 
zhe Lord God had taken from the man,builded(made) 
he awoman,Gen. 2. 22,,withſpeciall care , artand 
fit proportion. And fo where Nathan in 1.Chron. 
17.10.ſaith to David, the &yrd will buildthee an 
houſe, in 2.Sam. 7.11, whete,thelameſtory is a- 
gSaine mentioned , he faith , the, Lord will make thee 
an 
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- 4» houſe. So Sarah being barren her elfe,and pray. 


ing Abraham to goe in vnto her. maide faith, it 
may be I may be bui/ded by her, that-is , obtaine 
children by her Gen.16.2. And hethat refuſedto 
marry his brothers witeto raiſe vp vnto his brg. 
ther a name in Iſracll, 7s called a man that will not 
build vp his brothers houſe Deut. 25.9. And {6 
God laith of that faithfull Prieſt that hee would 
ſtirre vp vnro himſelfe in Elias place, that he would 
bnild unto hima ſure houſe 1 Sam. 2. 35. that. is, 
bleſſe him with a plentitull poſterity ſucceſſively 
withour failing. They builded the houſe of Iſrael! 
then, inthat by their fruitfulneſle, they were a no- 
table Seminary of Plants growing vp in the 
Churchand. common wealth of Iſraell. And it is 
all one,as ifthey had prayed for Ruthin Iſaacks 
words praying for Iacob, God almighty bleſſe thee, 
make thee fruitfull, and multiply thee, that thos 
maiſf be a multitude of people, ana giue thee and thy 
ſeede the bleſiing of Abraham Gen.28.3.4. The 
pray thenthat ſhe may bce bleſſed with'fruitkul. 
nefle, the originall and primary bleſſing of marrj. 
age at the beginning, God bleſſed them and ſaid in- 
creaſe and multiply,Gen.1.28: The maine end and 
ſcope thenthar perſons cntring;into this covenant 
ofGod,the mariage band muſt aime at,is thar they 
may build 1Iſrael,that out of their loynes may iſſue 
ſeed tp be profitablem@&bers of the church&c6ms 
wealth. for hint cali plantarure# etrra fundatur,out 
of marriage is heauen filled, & the earth eſtabliſhed. 
S2rah being barren her {elfe, deſired iflue though 
OR E 3 it 
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it were by her maide, that ſoſhe mightin ſome 
ſort obtaine the end' of wedlocke, the marriage 
bleſſing Gen. 16.2. And faire Rachell being fruit. 
lefle, thinketh her ſelfe but a dead ſtocke, Grime me 
Children or elſe I die, will needes haue children 
though it bebut by a deputy Gen. 30.2.3. Re. 
beckas friends ather ſending away to Iſaacks wife, 
diſmiſſe her with this ſolemne blefling reſpeQing 


the tiue end of her marriage be thou mother of 


thouſands of millions Gen,24.60. And when their 
blefling prevailed not effeCtually, bur after marri. 
age ſhe was barren, I{aacke intreated the Lord for 


her, that ſhe might conceaue Gen. 25. 21. Hannah - 


Elkanahs wife hauing her wombe- ſhut vp by the 
Lord, with bitterneſſe of ſoule and weeping ſore 
prayeth vnto theLord togiue vnto hera man-chyld 
for increaſe of the Church and that ſhe may g:ue 
. him wntothe Lord 1 Sam. 1..Tobias in his pray- 
er onthe marriage night with his wife ſaith, thou 
knoweſt Lord that Itake not ths ſiſter for luſt but 
uprightly or as the vulgar hath it ſola poſteritatis 
ailettione, for loue of poſterity onely Tobit.$. 7. & 
St Paul requiring that the younger women ſhould 
mazyry, beare children 1 Tim.5.4. maketh the end 
of marriage to be procreation and bearing of chil- 
dren. Itis one of the many bleſſings wherewith 
Solomon is bleſſed at his marriage, 1» ſtead of thy 
Fat hers, ſhall be thy children Plal.45.16. And it 
1Sa grand bleſſingthat God powreth out 'vpon the 
married. man fearing the Lord,that his wife ſhould 
be 45 the fruitful vine, by the ſides of his' hduſe, his 
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 chilaren as the oliue branchesrontd abort hns tabjy 


that he ſhould ſee his childrens.chMavert Bible 8 2; 
6. God made woman at the firſt, and hcynadt buy 
one,though he had-the reſjane or excetlency of pine, 
and made her the wife of the covenant with.omemman, 
that he might ſeeke out a godly ſera. dal. 2.2354 
ſcedethat ſhould be members of his-Chureh'prinv 
cipally and ſecondarily of the common wealth; 
C brifians tantum procreandorum,crc. C hriſti ans 
marry wines only for procreation of Children, where- 
as others take them for their pleaſures ſake, Inſti 
Martyr in Apolog.pro Chriſt. ad CAntomn. nnper: 
And Clemens Alexanarinus lib, 2. page. cap. 10, 
ſaith, Qui matrimonio iundti ſnnty 1s . ſcopme tft, 
&c. The ſcope and purpoſe of them that are toyned 
together in matrimony tis the procreation of chil. 
dren,and their end that they may be good children, 
and a little after rhere, the married man plants and 
ſowes for God, for God ſaid increaſe and multiply, 
whom we muſt obey, and againc in his {ib, 2.Stromat: 
he notably expreſleth this end of marriage zawelias 
myles oc. Men muit marry altogether, both for 
their country ſake, and for ſucceſſion of children, and 
the perſetion of the world as much as in them1ieth. 
Matrimonium ex hoc appellatum eſt cc: (ſaith Au-. 
guſt.l;b.19.con: fauſt.cap.26, Matrimony was hence- 
named, becauſe a woman ought to marry for nothing 
elſe but that ſhe may become a mother , and againe 
lib.2.de adulter: coniug, ad Pollent:cap.12. he faith 
propagatio filiorum jc. The propagating of Chit- 
aren ts the fir it naturall and lawfull cauſe of marri- 
age: 
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age: And Ambroſe cited inthe cannon law c. pudoy 
32.462. ſaith Pudor oft f aminis nuptiarum premia 
not habere,erc. It is.4 ſhame to women when they 
hane not the reward of marriage, who marry only for 
this end, and the Civill law L. Librorum faith, Pa- 
rentes liberorum procreandorum animo & voto vx- 
ores ducunt, Fathers marry wines with a urpoſe & 
deſire of procreating chilaren. And Lombard the Mrs 
of the ſentences as fully to this end as the beÞ, 
faith [ib.4.Sentent.diftin&#.30.1.d. Finalis cauſa 
matrimony contrahenai,crc. the principal! finall 
cauſe of contratting matrimony is increaſe of chil. 
dren, for for this God ordained marriaze amon 
our firſt parents, te whom he ſaid increaſe and mul. 
tiply, 

ay then here with the Pſalmiſt Pal. 50. 22. 
Conſider this ye that forget God, and your duty to 
God herein: How many are there amongſt vs that 
 intheir marrying doe not ſo much as dreame of 
marrying to build vp 1/raell, ro begeta Godly ſeed 
ro the Lord, to be plants growing vp in his church 
- and commonwealth? Nay doe they not rather ſay 
and with intheir hearts , that the wombe of their 
companion may be ſhut vp, that they may liue at 
caſe, and be free from providing for their family 
and poſterity? doe they notin their ſence cry our, 
blefied are the wombes which never bare, & the paps 
whichnever gaue ſucke? Luk: 23. 29. Somethere 
are that onely reſpe& a faire face and a glorious 
outſide (noe matter how foule and leaden ſhe bee 

Within) like the ſonnes of God in the old _ 
who 
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who ſaw the daughters of men that they weve faire 
pet —_ of all hes they chofe = 2, 
Theſe remember not what a vaniſhing ſhadow 
they catch after; For favour is deceitfull and beauty 
is vaine, but a woman that feareth the Lord ſhe ſhall 
be praiſed Prou.31.30.Florem decorſs ſinguli car- 
punt dies Sem: Every day croppeth ſprinter frome 
the flower of beauty, and againe in Hippol: Anceps 
forma bonum mortalibus,&c. beauty 15s an wncer- 
taine benefit that mortall perſons have, a ſhort gift 


 foralittle tyme. And Greg.Naz. ſaith excellently 


in his 3,orat : pulchritudo corporis , temporis & 
morbiludibrium:beauty of body 15 the mocke of time 
and ſickneſſe. And another Poettothe full, vitrea 
eemmula, fluxag, bullula, candida forma eft, nix, 
roſa, ventus fumus & aura nihil,, Bern, Banhuſius 
Epigram: lib.4. 4 faire forme is nothing but « 
iemme of glaſſe, a fading bubble, ſnow, aroſe a dew, 
a winde, ſmoake, aire, nothing. But all this will 
ſound beſt to vs out of the mouth of a golden 
trumpet of the Church, St Chryſoſtome in orat: 
de pulchrit. & de fxmina, vides venuſtam mulic- 
rem, fulgidum habentem oculum , when thou ſeeſt 
a faire woman, that hath a twinkling eye, & a ſmal. 
ing face, a looke pleaſant , attrattine and amiable, 
ſuch as putteththy heart into an heat and ſetteth on 
frethy dere; thinkethat that which ſo reviſheth 
thee, is 1.0ug ht elſe but earth, and thatthe firewhich 
burneththee « but dung, and then will thy fury bee 
aſſwaged. Raiſe vp the skinne of her face, and theu 
ſlabs fo all the vileneſſe of that gooaly ſhew.S tay not 
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vpn the outward maske, but pierce with the eye » 
thought into that which « within,and what elſe ſhalt 
thou ſee there but bones ſinewes and veines? But this 
# not enough, Remember that beanty changeth, erow- 
eth old, and withereth, that the quickneſſe of the eye 
waxecth dead, that the cheekes grow hollow, that all 
that faire flower paſieth away. See wh at 1s that mak- 
eth thee (as it were)a beaſt. It is aſhes, duſt and filth, 
that burneth thee, For what 15 the ſubſtance of this 
beauty that thou ſeeſt but ſuot,ſpittle,corrupt blood, 
and the inice of rotten nouriſhment: What cometh 
there out of the eaxes, out of the eyes, out of the noſe, 
out of the mouth? Andif theſe evacuations and ordi. 
nary defluxions of excrements ſhould ceaſe, that the 
breſt, the liver, and braine ſhould leaue to purge 
themſelues that way , all this goodly ſhew declineth & 
decayeth, the skinne mithereth, and the eyes ſinke in- 
tothe head. | 
Some againe only reſpet mony and mucke, , 
marry wiues-as Iudas betrayed his maſter. with 
Quantum dabitis Mat. 26. and as the Shechemites 
receiued circumciſton,onely togeta booty anden-- 
rich themſclues, [hall not their cattell andihiir ſub- 
ſtance and every beaſt of theirsbeours? Gen. 34.22. 
quarenda pecunia primnm, mony'is the marke that 
they principally ſhoote at,be ſhe vertuous or vitious, 
wiſe or fooliſh, faire or foule, young or old, c- 
quall or vnequall for them; they little regard , 1o 
ſhe come as Balacks meſſengers: did to Balaam, 
with the rewardof divination in her hands Numb, 
22, Theſe are nor of the minde of him who being 
| asked . 
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asked why he would not marry a richwife anſwe. 
red vx0ri nubere nolo mee: Iwill not be married to 
my wife. Inſolens malum eſt vxor dives ſaith Plaur, 
in Aul. A rich wifeis an inſolent miſchiefe, and a. 
nother faith Argentumr accepi, dote imperinum ven- 
didi. I tooke mony and ſold my rule for her dowry. 
Andin this kinde the tranſgrefſion is doubled, 
when this firſt and faireſt end of marriage, procre- 
ation, 1s fruſtrated and evacuated by luſt and lucre 
meeting together, either when an old filicernium, 
being like Bazzillai the Gileadite 2. Sam. 19.muſt 
yet marry with a young woman, or an old doting 
dame, muſt haue luſt when ſheis old (which ſeemed 
vnnaturall to Sarah Gen.18.)and be married toa 
young man inthe flower of his youth , let the 
young parties in this caſe bethink themſelues how 
farreſhortthey come of the ſonnes of Onan Gen, 
23.8. and the old, whether it were not better for 
them to ſay with Naomi Ruthes mother in law 
1am too old to haue an husbana[or a wite) forthe a- 
nalogy is all oneRutrh. 1.12.8ſheſpake it when ſhe 
was paſt procreation. Cum ſene nupta,laith Plautus 
in M1. glor. Shethat is married with an old man, 
is neither married , nor alafle a widdow. The 
Greeke tongue, by a fine elegancy of ſpeech cal. 
leth ſuch wedlocks «dydes zzpes Marriages and no 
marriages, and Clemens Alexandrinus lib.2, Px- 
dag.c.rotothis 'purpoſe, now coire ad procreatio- 
nem, c.Not to cometogether for procreation, ts to 
wrong nature, Therefore nature to children doth not 
yet grant any wines, to old perſons it denieth marri- 
F 2 age 
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«ze. lutarch in his Solon reportetha memorable 
laying of that Tyrant Dionyſtus , when his me- 

ther being old and paſt procreation, had deiired 
 himtobcſtow her vpon a husband, which was, 
that he had of ien by tyranny overthrowne the lawes of 
the Cittie,but that he could not violate the law of ya. 
ture by placing her in marriage. Luther in his com. 
meatary on Gen.cap.25 {peaking of ſuch -vnequall 
matches ſaith Qui docuit vetulas & dominas oc. 
to them who marry old women and their miſt reſſes 
for wealth or glory, God gine the cup of paſſion as 
Bernard ſpeaketh becauſe they ſymply , ſeeke wealth 
and glory not procreation of children , and yet they 
are not to be reietted for their reverence and gloyy 
of marriage. $* Auguſtine lib. 9, degcn.ad, lit, cap, 
3. diſputeth the queſtion how this 1s to be vnder- 
{tood thatthe woman was made to bee an helper 
for man and reſolucth probabiliter at leaſt. that it 
was proper filros procreandos for procreation of ch:l- 
ren as it was ſaid to them at the beginning increaſe 
ad multiply, or if it were not ſo, to what end was fhe 
made an helper,if totillthe earth with him,. there 
was yet noe buſineſie, thatthe man ſhould need helpe, 
and if he did, another male, who would hane beexe a 
better helpe, ſhould hae beene made. And ſo I may 
ſay of comfort, if he were weary of ſolitarineſſe. For 

ow much more conveniently would two friends 
dwell together for converſing and conferring, then a 
7:an and a woman” 

I hauefeaſtcd or rather ſatiated you with full 


diſhcs vponall the particulars hitherto, I will now 
but 
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bur gather vp the fragments on that which re- 
maineth, which is the marter that they pray for on 
the behalte of Boaz the man entring into the cove- 
nant of matrimony, and doe thow worthily, or (as 
ſome read it) and that thou maiſt doe worthily in E 
phratah, andbe famous in Bethlehem, or as" itis in 
the Hebrew, proclatme thy neme'in Bethlehens,' Th 
which they pray for twothings for him: r, for a 
noble and notable ationto be performed by him, 
that he may doe worthily vertuouſly and conragion(- 
ly in his place and calling: 2.tor an event to follow 
therevpon, that honour and renowne may follow 
his good deeds, as the ſhadow doth the body, 
and be famous or proclaime thy namein Bethlehem. 
Now Ephratah and Bethlehem diverſified inname 
are all oneinthing, one citty fo: called conjunttin, 
ioyntly together as Mic.5. 2. But thou Bethlehem 
E phratah thouzh thou be little among the thouſands 
of Indah,yet ont of thee ſhall he come forth vnto- mee, 
that is to be ruler in Iſrael, or diniſim apart as here 
doe worthily in Ephratahand be famous in Beth- 
Ichem;for the firſt thing which they pray for him, 
the aftionthat hee ſhould pertorme, rhe. Hebrewe 
phraſe will beare both thele readings , either , gc 
riches in Ephratah,or doe worthily uertuouſly , cow- 
ragiouſly in Ephratah, For ſo inthe ſameſeriſe the 
very ſame phraſeis found ot neceffity,Deut.$.17. 
where Moſes ſtraightly. forbiddeth that after 
Gods bringing them into that plentifull land de- 
ſcribed there verſ;7.8. 9.and thatabundance of 
wealth mentioned verſ..12. 13, they ſbould ſay my 
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power,&c. & ſo allthe 17, 18,verſ. SO againe Nob 
victh this phraſe in this ſenſe,chap.31.25. If 7 re- 
zoyced becauſe my wealthwas great , forthat it muſt 
be read ſo, not becauſe my wertne or conrage was 
 great,the words following ſhew , andbecanſe mine 
hand hath found or gotten much. And ſo in this 
phraſe inthe ſecond chaprer here, v. 1. 5947 him- 
ſclfeis called « mighty man of wealth. Againe fome 
timesthis phraſe in the Hebrew tongue myſt bee 
read doe worthily vertnouſly, and couragionſly. So it 
is better read of Solomons virtuous woman after 
all hir good and glorious deeds many danghters 
haue done vertuouſly,then many daughters haue got. 
tex riches but thou ſurmounteſt them all, Prov, 31, 
21.though the phraſe in hebrew will beare both 
ſenſes. So 1. King,1.52. Wherc this very phraſeis, 
it muſt be read, if he will ſhew himſelfe a worthy m7 
there ſhall not an haire of him fall tothe ground , not 
if he wilt ſhew himſelfe arich wan. And here againe, 
Ccap.3.v.11.8oaz telleth Ruth inthis phraſe, all the 
city of my people doth knowe that thou art a virtuous 
woman,not a rich woman,tor ſhe was apoore glea.- 
ner of corne. Now to come to the Text, I read 
here rather doe wortihly , vertuouſly , and Courazi- 
ouſly in Ephratah,chen, get wealth in Ephratah: tor 
firſt Boaz had wealth enough already , hee wars x 
»ighty man of wealth,cap. 2. 1.they neednot pray 
for wealth for him, Secondly the honour & good 
name which they pray for to him in the laſt clauſe 
is rathera conſequence and reward of doing wor- 
thily and couragiouſly, then of getting wealth & 
riches 
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riches. Their prayer thenis rhat he may be ſfroxs 
and conragions to doeaccording to Cods law, as To. 
ſhua is commanded, Tol.1.6.7.9. That hee may bee 
ſtrong and of a good courage to fulfill the Aatutes and 
udgements of che Lord without dread,or diſmayinge, 
as Solomon is exhorted by David his Father, r. 
Chr.22.13.and that he might walke worthy of tht 
Lord wnto all pleaſing Col:1.10.Eph:4.1. and that 
then for a fraitand reward of rhis virtuous dea- 
ling , honour and a -good-name may attend vhon' 
him and be famoms, '6r procltime thy name iu Betble.. 
hem,much mightbe faid vpon all theſe points and 


parts,but Imuſt conclude andeontra& : Amongſt © 


the Romans there was none other way to'thetem. | 
ple of honour, but through the temple of virtue, &' 
amoneſt vs Chriſtians, - virtue muſt bee the high 
way to honour,godlineſſe to obtaineagood name; 
by faith, which-is the ground of wedding, & which 
worketh by lone , Gal. 5.6. The Elaers obtained a 
good report, Heb:11. 2. and by continuance in well 
doing glory ts tobe ſought for,R0.2.7. was wegſuale, 
&c. good deeds gineoccaſionof good words, and it 
was wittily anſwered by Ageſi/as to one that ask- 
ed him how he might get glory, S: dices optima, 
facies autem pulcherrima,by ſpeaking good words & 
doing good deeds. Gloria wirtutts comes eſt ,ut corpo- 
ris umbra,is memorem famam,qui bene fecit habet, 
ſaith the Poet, Glory attends vertue as the ſhaddowe 
followeth the body , hee that doth well hath a laſting 
fame. 1 knowethat Reziumeſt cum benefeceris,male 
audire, Kings (and all Chriſtians to0) muſt looke -- | 
| a: 


or 
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bereported illof , when they haue done well inth 
world,to paſſe through honour and diſhonour , evil 
report and good report, 2.Cor.6.8. to haze all man. 
ner of ill ſpeeches ſpoken againſt them falſely for 
Chriſt and their profeſſion ſake, Luc. 6. 22. yea to | 
haue their names caſt out as evill for the ſonne of 
mans ſake. Luc. 6.2 F YOu as oc: tooke 
#oyfully the ſpoiling of their goods knowing that the 
2, 4 hoon gs - induring ſubFHance £ rudins' 
Heb. 10.34. So muſt we becomforted againſt the 
traducing of our names. by miſcreants here on 
earth,knowipg that our |»ames are written in hea. 
Ven, Luc. 10.20. andthatsf we overcome Chriſt Te- 
ſus will write pon ws the name of his God , and the 
name of the citty of his Goa, the new'Teruſalem and 
his ownename,Rcv.3- 12, 
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